
The Penang Hill Funicular Railway was the second mode of transport 
contructed in 1901 and completed in 1905. However, it was rendered 
ineffective, due to technical faults. A second railway was commisioned 
in 1909, and works for the second line started in 1914 with a budget of 
1.5 million Straits Dollars. On 1st January 1924, the 2,007 meters long 
funicular railway was officially opened by then Governor of Straits 
Settlement, Sir L.N.Guillemard. The last upgrade was in 1977, before a 
complete overhaul of the system  in 2010.

The earliest mode of transport up to the hill was by Sumatran pony or 
sedan chair attached to a pair of bamboo carrying poles (called a 
“doolie”) hand carried by 4 to 8 porters.
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Penang Hill is a repository of bungalows featuring a fusion of British 
colonial and modern Asian architecture dating back to the early days of 
the British settlement and the 1800s in Penang. The oldest building, 
Convalescent Bungalow was built in 1803. Since then, many other 
opulent bungalows were built such as Bel Retiro, Richmond and Fernhill 
Bungalow which remain standing today. 

The current 3rd generation system was commissioned in 2011; it plies the 
1,996 metre track in approximately 5 minutes, making it the fastest, 
steepest and longest funicular in the region.

A Multi-Sensational Experience At
The Peak Of Penang
Welcome to Penang Hill - the peak of Penang Island offering many 
activities and attractions all year round.

Discovered and established by the British in the late 1700s, Penang Hill 
is one of the oldest colonial hills in Southeast Asia.

Penang Hill Biosphere Reserve
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Penang Hill
The Hill Resort of Choice in Malaysia
Penang Hill Biosphere Reserve:
Malaysia’s Latest on UNESCO Conservation List

Ticketing Counter
Daily :  6.15 am - 7.45 pm

Train Schedule
Daily :  6.30 am - 10.00 pm

   (Departure time every 30 minutes)

Travel Duration :  5 minutes -15 minutes
   (Non-stop) (Substation stop*)

*Trains stop at substations every half-hour except during peak season.
*Last trip from the Lower Station to the Upper Station is at 9.45pm. 
*Last trip from the Upper Station to the Lower Station is at 11.00pm.

Train Fare
Kindly visit www.penanghill.gov.my for latest train fares.

How to get here?
Taxi / Car     (Waze / Google Maps : 
Rapid Bus - 204 (From Jetty / Komtar to Bukit Bendera)

.

. Penang Hill Lower Station)

Upload fond memories of your trip and hashtag #mypenanghill
on our social media pages!

Plan Your Trip

Multi-storey
carpark

For more information, please contact us at:

PERBADANAN BUKIT BENDERA PULAU PINANG
Jalan Stesen Bukit Bendera, 11500 Air Itam, Pulau Pinang.
Tel: 04-828 8880 / 828 8861   Fax: 04-828 8868 
Email: inquiries@penanghill.gov.my

(Office Hour only: Monday - Friday, 8.00 am - 5.00 pm)  

On 15 September 2021, Penang Hill Biosphere Reserve (PHBR) consisting 
of Penang Hill as central park, six permanent forest reserves, two dams 
and several water catchment areas are designated as a UNESCO 
Biosphere Reserve under Man and the Biosphere (MAB) programme after 
after years of research and interdisciplinary collaboration between The 
Habitat Group, academic from Universiti Sains Malaysia the State and 
Federal government agencies, Penang Hill Corporation, private sector, 
academic and local agencies with the immense support from the Penang 
State Government and the national focal point, the Ministry of Energy and 
Natural Resources (KeTSA)





Nature Walk Trail 1 - Bypath A
(1.5 km, estimated 45 min)

El Walk

Dusky Leaf Monkey

Black Giant Squirrel

PHC Ranger Information 
Centre

Nature Walk Trail 2 - Bypath B
(2.0 km, estimated 60 min)

Nature Walk Trail 3 - Bypath C
(2.5 km, estimated 75 min)

Nature Walk Trail 4 - Bypath D
(3.1 km, estimated 100 min)

Hiking Trail (Bypaths E-J)
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Jeep Track
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Hike along 5-km Jeep Track from Penang 
Botanic Garden to reach Penang Hill. 

(Duration: 150 minutes)
*Authorised Vehicle Only
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Penang Hill Corporation (Multi-Storey Car Park)

(Heritage Trail 1890)

Roundabout

Buggy/Jeep Service 
Counter

Hi! Scan me to view/download 
digital version of Visitor's 
Guide on mobile phone.

*Map is not to scale

An outdoor garden 
featuring assorted pitcher 
plants from Malaysia and 
the neighbouring Indonesia.

This heritage bungalow offer 
a cosy retreat surrounded by 
the tranquillity of nature.

Masjid Bukit Bendera with its 
minarets and domes, brings a 
touch of Islamic architecture 
to otherwise mostly colonial 
buildings of Penang Hill.

Known as the Penang Hill 
Hindu Temple, it is among 
the oldest Hindu temples in 
Penang built in the 1800s 
and dedicated to the Hindu 
deity, Lord Murugan.

Nestled on the edge of a 
virgin forest, this eco-tourism 
discovery centre offers unique 
rainforest experience, 
especially to nature lovers. 

This historical property is revered 
for some of the best panoramic 
views of George Town. It is also 
famed for an aviary at the front 
that keeps exotic feathered 
breeds.

A 2-in-1 attraction that is just 
right for children and to 
awake the inner child in us. 

This is where the Love Arch, 
Dwarf Village, Rabbit 
Garden and green 
surroundings are located.

Especially for avid hikers 
and explorers who are keen 
to learn more about the 
oldest hill station in 
Peninsular Malaysia by 
voluntary guides.

 

A push-cart with assorted 
crunchy snacks with 
family-secret blend of spices 
passed down for more than 
4 generations.

Brace yourself for earthquake 
with magnitude intensity up to 
level 8 and up to level-12 
typhoon.

One of the oldest post boxes 
in Penang, its embossed VR 
insignia indicates its 
installation during the reign of 
Queen Victoria (1818-1901).

It is hard to resist adorning 
one’s hands with intricate 
Mehndi designs by Penang 
Hill Henna Artist.

This 3600 observation 
deck offers breath-taking 
view of George Town, the 
mainland and both the 
iconic bridges of the Pearl 
of the Orient.

Beautifully landscaped 
vantage points allowing one 
to bask in stunning sceneries.

Enjoy scenic view of the 
lush valley while strolling 
across this shaded, 
elevated walkway from the 
Upper Station leading to 
Astaka aka Cliff Café.

A three-storey food and 
beverage eatery offering 
a wide variety of local 
food, drinks, desserts and 
souvenir stalls.

This historical structure built in 
1789 for the governor of 
Penang features a classic 
façade and once welcomed 
royalties and prominent figures.

Weighing 2,500kg, the 
majestic cannon was capable 
of firing a 32-pound cannon 
ball at a velocity of 1600 ft. 
per second!
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KACANG PUTIH 
PENANG HILL

12

5 Minutes

Heritage bungalow-turned- 
visitor gallery ‘relating’ 
history biodiversity and 
funicular system.

PENANG HILL 
GALLERY@Edgecliff

5 Minutes
Entrance Fee Applies
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(Mac 2022)

HILLSIDE 
RETREAT

23

30 Minutes

Admire the distinctive 
beauty of the wooden 
replica of the train coach 
which operated from 1923 
to 1977!

5 Minutes

FIRST 
GENERATION 
TRAIN COACH

1

Come and explore our 
cute world of fun fluffy 
furry friends.

TEDDYVILLE
MUSEUM

2

5 Minutes
Entrance Fee Applies

Penang’s highest restaurant 
promised to awe guests with 
tantalising menu and 
spectacular views. 

DAVID BROWN’S 
RESTAURANT

5 Minutes

7

Dine in at this grand 
heritage bungalow with 
unique cuisine infused with 
British, Malaysian and 
Nonya flavours.

(September 2022)

Penang Hill - Malaysia’s Hill Resort of Choice 

Come indulge in the unspoilt wonders of Mother Nature amidst 
one of the world’s oldest rainforest, in the region! Trekking along 
different foot trails offers glimpses of heritage structures on the hill 
built during British colonial era that are guaranteed to transport 
one back in time. Other attractions include an outdoor garden, 
eco-tourism facility, al-fresco restaurant a la English, street food 
cafe and others.  

The perfect fusion of history, nature and heritage 

Welcome to Malaysia’s Newest UNESCO Biosphere Reserve


